THETOUR OF THE BLACK COUNTR3Y 201

Pack

10N

Rider Informat




Thank you for entering th2018Tour of the Black Country

This rider pack includes information about the route, maps, profiles, safety information, start times and advice or
choice of equipmeng particularly tyes and wheels.

Riders will pick up their numbers from the registration area on the morning of vieatewhich will be open from
0900 onwards. Rlers will set off in wavelsetween 0930 and 0945

1. ESSENTIAL INFORMATION

Start date: Sunday 20 May 2018. Sign on from 0930. Start from 0930-0945.

Event Type: Cycle Sportive (non-competitive).

Venue/HQ: Aldersley Stadium, Aldersley Leisure Village, Aldersley Road, Wolverhampton, WV6 9NW.
Venue/HQ Website: wvactive@wolverhampton.gov.uk. Telephone: 01902 551010

Event Website: cycleclassics.co.uk

Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/touroftheblackcountry

Twitter: http://twitter.com/TotBlackCountry

Emergency Mobile Numbers: 07738 077191 (Medical) and 07708 648106 (Mechanical).

GPX Maps and Profileshttps://www.plotaroute.com/route/611018

Getting There

By car the edsst approach is to come soutin the A449Stafford Roadrom Junction 2 of the M54&op left of the
map below) The M54 can be accessed fraime south fromthe M6 (Junction 104 top right of the map beloywand
from the M6/A460 (Junction 11) from the rib. The A449 leads south ta righthand turn intoOxley Moor Rd,
which become Aldersley Road he stadium is accessed via Hugh Porter Wass ONW.


mailto:wvactive@wolverhampton.gov.uk
http://club.v-sprint.com/tour-of-the-black-country-100-mile-roubaix-style-sportive/
http://www.facebook.com/touroftheblackcountry
http://twitter.com/TotBlackCountry
https://www.plotaroute.com/route/611018
https://vimeo.com/126691061#t=227s
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Parking & Event HQFhere is plentiful free parking at Aldersley Stadium, which serves as the event stdihiah

and HQ.

Hotels: There is no shortage of accommodation in the area. The Premier Inn Wolverhampton North is convenientl

located at Junction 2 of the M54, approximately 3 milesth ofthe HQ.



Event Cancellation

The ride will only be cancellgflit is snowingor there is ice on the courseh@& current forecast is dry and 421C,
but the eventwill stillgo ahead if it is raining; the Tour of the Black Country, just like-Ratibaix, is even more epic
in the wet!

Wilfried Peeterg, rain-soaked 2001 PariRoubaix.

Good luck & see you ahe event.

The Tour of the Black Country Organising Team.

Email: info@cycleclassics.co.uk

2. ROUTE INFORMATION

TheTour of the BlackCountryis a 70-mile (110km)-long cyclcsportive which takesin 15km of cobbledroads,stony
farm tracksand bridlewaysin the West Midlands, Worcestershire Shropshireand Staffordshire.Modelled on the
epic EuropeanClassicVt [-Nhdio lit nélu@es 13 unpavedgravel and cobbled sectors,varyingin length from
300mto 1800m,all of which are passableon a standad road bike. Eachsectoris rated accordingto difficulty; one
star being the most straightforward, five starsbeingthe most difficult. The route is relatively flat, albeit with one
very challenging cobbled climb: the figearred Waltonbergvhich sits gop Walton Hill The majority of the roads
are virtually traffic-free, despite being located closeto Birminghamand Wolverhampton and the majority of the
unpavedsectorsare closedto traffic. Theroute finishes,as doesParisRoubaix,on a large outdoor velodrome, at
AldersleyStadiumon the outskirtsof Wolverhampton.

The Tour of the Bladk Countryis basedaround unpavedgraveland cobbled sectors.The central idea behind this
eventisthat theseunpavedsectorsshauld be ridden hard in a big gear Thiswill both increasethe stability of your
bicycleand maximizethe sensationsof speedthat riding on rough roads provides ¢ just like in Paris-Roubaix,the
CobbledQassicwhich inspiredthe Tour of the BlackCountry. We do not recommendriding slowly and carefully in
an attempt to avoid everybump and pothole!

Thethirteen unpaved sector§with approximate distances from the Staatle:


mailto:info@cycleclassics.co.uk

IDISTANCEROM STAR| SECTOR | LENGTH |DIFFICUL]
\13 (19 km) || Enville Common || 1400m || *ox ok |
12 (23 km) [ The Hyde | 1700m || **** |
11 (32 km) | Churchil | 1600m | *rxx |
IFEED 1 (39 km) [ The French Hen [ [ |
10 (61 km) [ Waltonberg (22% max) | 600m | ***** |
9  (62km) | Walton Hill | 1300m | *** |
IFEED 2 (68 km) [ The French Hen [ [ |
8 (76 km) | Roman Road | 1200m | *** |
‘7 (77 km) || Whittington Farm || 1800m || *okok ok |
6 (82 km) [ Prestwood Drive | 1600m || **** |
\5 (96 km) H Gorse Lane H 1300m H xR \
4 (101 km) [ Furnace Grange | 1100m | *x* |
\3 (103 km) H Trescott Ford H 100m H * \
2 (104 km) [ Pool Hall | 1100m || *x* |
1 (109 km) [ Aldersley | 30om || * |
FINISH (110km) [ Velodrome | 750m | |

UNPAVED SECTORS

Enville Common
The Hyde
Woodhouse Farm
Waltonberg
Walton Hill

The Field House
Roman Road
Whittington Farm
Prestwood Drive
Gorse Lane East
Castlecroft
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Note that the Woodhouse Farnestor, which appears on the above profilé]l not be included in 201,8ecent farm
vehicle usage ledegraded the surface such thatistnot easly passable on a road bikéhe Clent sector, which was
previously included in 2017, has suffered similar degradafitiis has shortened the course by approxima@ign.

In addition, the Castlecroftestor on the above profildhas been resurfackwith tarmac, and has been replaced by
the new Furnace Grange/Trescott Ford sectditsis together with any other minor modifications to the routsill

0S O2yFANNSR Ay (KS WCA yitleléctronmidaly $oNl ridexsfolyitiay Y89y, panding il & A
course inspectiortwo days before the event itselPlease note that the route signage on the day of the event will
take precedence over maps and GPX files previously posted in advance of the ride.

The unpaved sectors are concentrated ie final 40km of the route, with the last sectat Aldersleyleading directly
onto the back straight ahe velodrome.Riders will then complete half a lap, where they will hear the bell indicating
onefurther lap to go. In total, therefore, every rider liide oneand-a-half laps of the track.

If you are unsure about riding on the banked track of the velodrome, it is perfectly possible to ride around the flai
area at the base of the track. The banking is not steep, however, (about 20 degrees) andreliqadse too much
of a problem to most riders.


http://club.v-sprint.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/02/Sectors.jpg

A GPX file iavailable on the event websitat http://cycleclassics.co.uk/touof-the-blackcountry-sportive/tour-of-
the-blackcountry-coursedetails/. Although the route is veryvell signposted, wedo urge all riders to familiarize
themselvesto some degreawith the coursemaps in advanceg also athttp://cycleclassics.co.uk/touof-the-black
country-sportive/tour-of-the-blackcountry-coursedetails/. It would be helpfuld print out themapand carry it with
you (perhapsin a Ziploc sandwich baguring the ride. Anddownloadingthe GPX fileonto a Garmidike device
would furtherreduce the probability of going effourse.

There is a videtelow showing part of the cours@&cluding the Waltonberg cobbled climb and the approach and
entrance to the velodromeClick on thémage below ohere: https://vimeo.com/126691061#t=227s
Click on the HD icon to get the best resolution.
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The final gravesector leads directly onto the velodrome.


http://cycleclassics.co.uk/tour-of-the-black-country-sportive/tour-of-the-black-country-course-details/
http://cycleclassics.co.uk/tour-of-the-black-country-sportive/tour-of-the-black-country-course-details/
http://cycleclassics.co.uk/tour-of-the-black-country-sportive/tour-of-the-black-country-course-details/
http://cycleclassics.co.uk/tour-of-the-black-country-sportive/tour-of-the-black-country-course-details/
https://vimeo.com/126691061#t=227s
https://vimeo.com/126691061#t=227s

Maps and Profileg Clickfor interactive versions
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The profile of the Tour of the Black Country is dominated by the epic Waltonberg cobbled@d@mb, 22% max
gradient) The approach to this climb begins around 5km before the suranttie Walon Hilltrig point (316m)


https://www.plotaroute.com/route/611018
https://www.plotaroute.com/routeprofile/611018

It climbs atroughly4-5%before reaching the cobblgswards the top There is an initial gravel track descent from
0KS (2L ONRdAKf& wnn &@FNRAVLI F2ff26SR o0& GKS awz22i
station. While the rest of the profile looks relatively flat, the route is only flat relative to the central climb! Much of
the course igjuite rolling with many undulations.

The route is ridden antilockwise, with the unpaved sectdogeing taken in descendingrder from 13 down to 1.

Interactive animated maps and profiles absoavailableon the event website at:

http://cycleclassics.co.uk/tounf-the-blackcourtry-sportive/

3. WHAT TO BRING\D CHOICE OF EQUIPMENT

ID in case of amcident

Food and energy drink (although there will be food availabl¢hatfeed station located at Bkm).
Money/credit card

Mobile phone (emergency contact numbssgire printed above andbn your number)
Basicmulti-tool, ideally with a chakusplitter.

Pump, tyre leversand** at least two spare inner tubes**

Helmet(mandatory).

GPX device or mobile phone with maps.

Two water bottles

=8 =4 =4 =4 =8 =8 —a -8 -4

Given that the road contas unpaved sectors, there is @treased risk of punctures. Wherefore suggest thicker
reinforced,wider tyres(25-30mm ideally), paired with wheels that are not too rigid. @ddhioned boxed rims (e.g.
Mavic Open Pro) are ideal. T8@emeasureswill also provide a less jarring ride over the rougher roattsu might

wish to doublewrap your handlebars with tape,ub this is not really necessary. A fadrbon frame is a perfectly
good choice but other materials such as steel would be equally good. If you are worried about damaging a
expensive bike on the rougher unpaved roads or coblhiegiever,you may prefer tdoring a training/winter bikeor
possibly norcarbon bike Please make sure that your bike is in good condition, cleaned, and that you have carried
out the standard safety checks before your ride. Pay particular attention to the condition of your tyiesiolt a

good idea to ride this event with old or even slightly worn or nicked tyfFesther advice on bikes and choice of
equipment can be found herdittp://cycleclassics.co.uk/bikequipment-choice/

The most important factor in avoiding punctures, however, is not inglthe bars too rigidly over the unpaved
sectors. In addition, absoiy shocks by bending your knees and lifting yourself sligahblpve your saddle
(WK 2 OSwilgngaly reduce the probability of frustrating punctures.


http://cycleclassics.co.uk/tour-of-the-black-country-sportive/
http://cycleclassics.co.uk/bike-equipment-choice/

4. MEDICAL SUPPORT

The venue stafét the HQare all fully-trained first aidersand there will be mobile medical vehislgrculating during
the event In the event of a minor medical incident, thegte number for medical support is printed on your race
number.You are advised to enter ilinumber into your mobile phone before the ridEor more serious incidents
call 999immediately It is essential that all riders carry a (charged) mobile phonendutie ridefor such an
eventuality.

5. MECHANICAL SUPPORT

Riders must beelfsufficient in the case of minor mechanical incidents such as punctures, and should carry at leas
two spare inner tubes, tyre levers and a working pump, together withmglsi multitool, ideally including a chain
splitter. For more serious mechanical fagdar a broom wagon and a mobile mechawitl be able to provide
assistance. If a mechanical incident occurs anuapaved sector that is closed to traffic, riders arevigdd to
proceed to the end of that sector, call (or preferably texto prevent lines becomingengaged) thenumber
provided and await themechanic. For more serious mechanical failures, it may be necessary to wait for the broom
wagon, which circulas at the back of the field

6. HQ FACILITIES

There are changing rooms, toilets and showers at the veraggther with lockers if needed. Thenell be a range of
food and drinls available, provided byhe venue staff at the Costa Coffemfé inside the venueg this includes
sandwiches, hbdogsand a variety of other snackBlease note that the contract betweero&a and WVActie at

Aldersleyvelodrome does not allowoutside vendorsither outside the venue or on the velodrome infielthe Café

will be open from aroud 0800and willremainopen all day.

7. PRERIDE

Registration: Open from9:00am.



You should sign your name on the sigmsheet at the registration desks (which will be locabetsidethe Aldersley
Stadiumbuilding). You will be providedwith a number Youshould affixyour numberto your bars You canthen
make your way to the start area along the north side of the leisure cefacingaway fromthe car park

F

Rider Briefing:A safety briefing will be given to riders immediately before the start, reminding them of the main
safety issues discussed in this pack. This should last lessrieaninute

8. START

Riders should begin assembling behithe Startarch from roughly0925. Riders will be set off in groupzd two-
minute intervals, as per British Cyclisgfety guidelines starting at 0930The safety briefing will take place in the
two minutes between the departures of successive vgwériders. Pleaseproceedwest underthe railway bridge
and out oito Aldersley Road. Please note that tiide exits the venue in the oppits directionto previous editions
of the event.

For those wishing to arrive and start as so@apassible,please arrive just before 0930, sign on and go! All riders
must depart between 0930 and 0945.

9. DURING THE RIDE

Sighage

The signs are A3 and A#ed and havéluorescent yellowor whiteo  O1 ANRB dzy Ra A GK of I Of

warnings etc. All bear theLAPIERREame andlogo. Again, pleasanote that these arrows take predence over
maps and GPX files previously posted in advance of the event.
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Hazards

There arefive principd types of hazard on this route:
a) Crossing A roads, and turning right across traffic onto or off A roads.
b) Entering unpaved/offoad sectors, ifltis involves crossing trafflesp. A roads)
¢) Leaving unpaved/offoad sectors ande-joiningnormal roads
d) The unpaved sectors themselves.
e) Narrow roads with blind bends.

The main areas where caution is required betow. Of these onlgix (A,BH,M,Oand R¢ double-asterisked) require
extreme caution

** Turning rightfrom the A458onto Sector 2 (The Hyd¢. EXTREME CAUTION required.**
**Unexpected short downhill section midway through Sector2L(The Hyde); cobbles/bricks withsome
gravel. EXTREME CALWDN requiredKEEP LEFT.

Leaving Sectorll(Churchill¥o join the roadg quite sharply downhillVView restricted. CAUTION.
Crossing the A449, A 451, A456 and A450 just after Churchill.

There is a traffidighted, slightly offset crossing of the A49%tjafter Belbroughton.

The Shut Mill Lanascentjust before Waltonberg is narrow with restricted views.

The Waltonberg Sector (Sectt®) is steep and cobbled and may be slightly slippery when wet.

** The descent from Waltoill (Sector9) is a short butsteepbridleway. RequireEXTREME CAUTI®N
The descent into Clent is via a somewhat narrow road with one blind bend. Requires caution.

There may be walkers orertain unpavedsectorswho may not expect your presence, sirm@me sectols
also serve aprivate road¥footpath. Please be extremely careful.
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